
Sacred Heart Parish Council Meeting 

Tuesday April 26th, 2022 @ 6:00 PM 

St. Patrick, Colesburg 

Council members present: Bobbie Bergan, Randy Ceilielski, Leon Deutsch 

 

Opening Prayer: Hail Mary 

Reports:  

 1. Minutes-reviewed and approved from March meeting 

 2. Parish Life Update 

   -Minutes provided and reviewed.  

- Leon is going to verify the pay-it-forward account is only doing a one-time fellowship to 

the milk program 

-Theresa is working with Environmental committee to determine duties and will reach out 

for help.  

-Parish Life has done an excellent job with First Communicants, making bread and donut 

reception. 

-Parish Life is planning on reception for Baccalaureate after Mass on May 8th  

-Parish Life is continuing planning on the fall picnic. Heads of each area have been 

contacted. 

-Olivewood sale—did not happen as they did not come 

 

 3. Finance Report 

  -Check register reviewed and no questions 

  -Check book balance is at $52,983 

  -Committee is working on budget for 2022-2023  

 

 4. Building and Grounds Committee  

-B & G Committee provided list of completed projects and projects that they are looking at 

completing in 2022/2023. 

-B & G was looking for approval for repairs on drainage for front of church, tile for lawn and 

downspouts and repair for cement/drainage. Due to the cost of this being nearly $10,000 

and the council missing 2/5 members, this has been tabled until next meeting for a 

unanimous approval. Leon is emailing the council on this with additional information 

-Parish Life and Father are working on a re-work for the Corpus.  

 

 5. Cemetery Update  

-Leon is going to continue to work with Father on plans to fund the Cemetery’s moving 

forward. (The initial recommendations were made by the Cemetery Committee and 

discussed with the council. Leon is going to take the council discussion back to Father John 

so a plan can be established moving forward and a united front presented to the parish 

members). 

  



-Leon made motion to the council to allow him to cash in two CDs from Elgin State bank in 

the amount of $1500 of $3500. Deposit money into St. Joes Cemetery account and then 

write a check to Archdiocese for the perpetual care account for St. Joes in Wadena. Bobbie 

seconded motion. Motion approved  

 a. this has still not been completed. Leon said that the bank is asking for a letter 

from the council giving Leon permission to cash out the CD’s. With Melissa being the 

council chair, it will be discussed with her to complete the letter. Bobbie will discuss 

this with Melissa. 

 

Old Business: 

 1. Safety awareness update-Leon 

-Leon continues to work on this project.  

 

 2. Investment considerations after presentation 

  -Will be discussed at a later date 

  - Cemetery trustees and Paul need to meet with Father to further discuss.  

 

 3. Assistance fund procedures 

  -This will be funded by morning fellowship moving forward (this will be the 4th Sunday) 

 

 4. Bookkeeper position 

-Janine is in the process of taking over. Theresa is still training. Theresa will continue 

delivering deposits, invoices, etc. to Elkader 

-Compensation package 

i. This is still being determined. Paul will sit down with Father to determine how this 

is being determined.  

ii. Theresa is going to have Janine keep track of her hours and she will be paid for her 

time since her start date December 16th.  

iii. Payroll is tomorrow January 19th. Paul will get rate to Theresa so Janine can be 

paid.  

iv. Determination of full scope of duty will be done by the end of the FY. 

-No office hours set at this time. 

 5 . Synod survey 

  - Sacred Heart had a 56% return rate on the survey. This was the highest of the pastorate.   

 

8. Moving forward: 

  -Quarterly Sunday evening/activity 

  Euchre tournament? Possibly doing Theology on tap quarterly?  

 

 7. Parish goals regarding who is missing and how to reach out to community? 

8. Speaker update? 

-Update on 04/26: The speakers have been adjusted and speakers were donated. The 

speaker system is satisfactory at this time and no further updates are needed at this time.  

 



9.  Bulletin Insert/Update. Leon is going to send an email to the Parish Life and Parish Council on 

what they want to put into the bulletin. He will then work with Beth P. on adding the items.  

 

New Business 

1. . Faith formation coordinator 

 -Melissa F. has resigned this position effective May 31st 2022 

 -Replacement? 

 

2.  Retiree recognition—Blessed Virgin Mary Statue—What is going on with this? 

 -Father does not want any more Statue’s in church. 

 -This is dedicated to all retirees, not just Environment committee.  

-Father has a recommendation to get a new Corpus for the Cross as the one that we have 

is too small.  

-Leon is checking into revising the cross with an overlay on the current cross. 

-02/08/22 Update. This is still being worked on with Parish Life and Father 

 

3. Election is to be held the 2nd Sunday in May. We have given Paul the list of council members as 

well as their term dates. Bobbie is going to email Paul and Melissa to determine who is up for 

election and what we need to get to him for the election. All members running will need to have 

their information submitted to Paul by May 3.  

 

4. Council discussed the approval of the replacement of the mulch in the triangle with rock. Leon 

made a motion to approve this with the caveat the council is notified of what material will be 

used. Randy seconded this motion. Motion carries. 

 

5. Council discussed the sign replacement. Leon is going to look at the sign and get back to the 

council on the condition.  

 

6. Council discussed the installation of a keyless entry for the church. It was determined that a 

protocol needs to be put in place regarding the distribution of the key and how often it is reset.  

Bobbie will email Melissa on this to determine proper steps. This will be re-visited at the May 

meeting. 

 

7. Council discussed the replacement of the carpet on the church stairs out of safety concerns. 

Randy made a motion to approve the replacement. Bobbie seconded the motion. Motion carries. 

Bobbie will notify Nick F that this has been approved. Leon is going to take care of the sanding, 

priming and painting of the ramp prior to carpet installation and will work with Nick F. on the 

project.  

 

8. Leon recommended that there be additional defib training to ensure church members stay up on 

their training. Maybe 6 months from now and in another year? Bobbie will discuss options with 

Melissa as well as who can do the training. 

 

9. Bobbie will speak with Melissa on what she would like to see the council to do for hospitality after 

mass. Monthly, quarterly? Who is the contact for sign up?  

 



 

 

Announcements/Discussion Items 

 * Next meeting: Tuesday, May 24th at 6:30 Sacred Heart Church-Heart Hall 

  

Ending Prayer 

Group-Our Father 


